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not miserable or sick-minded. In this way it
abides in its own spiritual nature and is different
from prakrti and God.  Atman has its own
dignity, intrinsic worth and autonomy. It is not
a fching or physical substance like a stone or piece-
oi: wood which is acit or jada. It is not subject
to prakrti and its gunas and is free from the
instincts, like lust, anger, hatred, jea^usy and it
has self-mastery Thus it is a spiritual personality
which is free and eternal. It is a knower, a free
agent and is joyful. The atman that subjects
itself to the evils of samsara or the bondage of
karma is called baddha-jwa. It somehow, owing
to amdc/a or ancient ignorance which cannot be
explained, mistakes itself for the body made of
prakrti and suffers from the series of births and
deaths. It is like the prince who exiles himself
from his father's throne and joins the wild
hunters in the forest, marries a hunter girl, begets
children by her and thus gets immersed in savage
life. The atman somehow deserts its divine
home, enters into the body made of acity wallows
in sense life and is caught up in the wheel of
births and deaths. Why or how it lapses from
the divine heritage and suffers from avidya, kama
a,nd karma, is a mystery. But the jwa alone is
responsible for the evils and ills of worldliness
and not any outside agency. Avidya makes it